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Thirty Two New Species of Bulbophyllum (Orchidaceae)
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Abstract

Thirty two new species of Bulbophyllum, all from Sulawesl, are described.
Names currently in use for various sections of Bulbophyllum are made
junior synonyms to older sectional names that have been ignored so far,
partly because their taxonomic content, as appears from the suite of species
listed with the original descriptions of these sections, was ambiguous. These
sectional names are lectotypified and re-instated.

Introduction

Thirty two new species of Bulbophyllum. all from Sulawesi. are
described. In addition. new definitions of some sections of Bulbophyilum
are proposed. Averyanov (1994) and Ormerod (2002) have found names
prior to those commonly used for several sections of Bulbophyilum. While
admitting that name changes are a nuisance to many, we felt it would be
appropriate to further pursue this line of investigation in order to install a
new set of sectional names that, hopefully, will remain stable because they
are based on the oldest names available. The oldest source of scctional
names (in the genus Diphves Bl., = Bulbophyllum, Thou.) is Blume (1825).
Often, we were able to choose the taxonomic contents of these names
by lectotypification. We have done this in such a way that the number of
Blume’s names to disappear into synonymy is minimized, particularly
in cases where the taxonomic contents of our newly delimitated sections
does not coincide with the contents of the sections as accepted so far. For
instance, sect. Polymeres. below, is better not given a name that derives from
one of its constituent sections to avoid confusion, because those section
names have been accepted and used by consensus since their description by
Schlechter (1913).
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